Belfast
So, we arrived at Newcastle airport at 5.30 – an utterly indecent time of the morning! We boarded the plane and set off on our free adventure- thanks to Europe Direct and most especially Dorothy Gibson who organised this and the debating competition at Durham County Hall.
We were a little disappointed to see rain as we landed in Belfast ,having come from a sunny Newcastle but, we quickly overcame this setback as we were greeted at the British Council Offices with CAKES and PASTRIES! 

The people were lovely and were very interested as to how we came to win this trip. We spent a few hours there, talking and eating before visiting the Stormont! Laura Miskelly and her colleagues told us about the work of British Council and the many opportunities which it offered to language students. It certainly gave us plenty of food for thought about the future as well.
The Stormont Parliament building is an absolutely huge and magnificent building. We had a presentation on some Irish history before the grand tour. We sat in the council chambers and took photos, specially allowed by our tour guide – they’re usually forbidden!
So! Leaving Stormont with lots more to pack into the day we all grabbed something to eat and set off on a guided walking tour of Belfast to find out more….. 

……...our tour guide was a real character and we found out many interesting, curious and sometimes bizarre facts about Belfast ……..from the Irish Béal Feirste, or the mouth of the river Farset. After all this culture and information time for a little down time and retail therapy. We love shopping!. It was nice just to chill and soak up the atmosphere after an early start and a hectic schedule. The main arcade was simply indescribable and everywhere was mid-sale so most people found a juicy purchase or two! Souvenirs of an unforgettable day.  On an educational note… we walked past a graduation ceremony. Lots of happy students and their families. Just where we want to be in a few years time!
Free-time over and with voracious appetites we met at a really dainty restaurant called ‘Ginger’ Thanks so much  to Mr Taylor for contributing some money from the school fund for this – it was a life saver, we were so hungry! Most of us ate a succulent steak with salad and chips – very healthy!
Tired and buzzing from all that we had packed into the day we headed back to the airport for our flight home. Thanks to everyone who supported and contribute to making these events happen for us.
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